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WHAT IS MEANT BY THE TERM “DOTTED RHYTHMS"?

The term “dotted thythms” descsibes rmythms which are bouncy and jerky. The reason why this is sa is because
bouncy and jerky tylhms are notated by piacing dots after notes.

Here are two shori tunes. The first tune s said to have dotted rhythms because of the fwo dofted quavers in
the first bar:

E R A

The second tune is identical fo the first tune, except it does not contain dotted rhythms.
WHAT DOES A POT MEAN WHEN IF 13 PLAGCED AFTER A NGTEY
A dot after a note (or rest) makes it HALF as long again.

For example, a dotted minim {asts for a minim plus half a minin (2 croichet) - Iy other words, a tatal of thiee
crotehets: i

so= 4ot

A dotted quaver tasts for a quaver pius half a quaver (a semiquaver) - In other words, a total of thres

b= hre b

The two most comman “dotted” tythms ars:
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(Gatted cratehe( / quaver - this rythm {dolted quaver / semigusver - this myihm
tasts for a total of 2 Grofohets) lasts for & totel of 1 crotchey)

1 WERL-BHOWN “DOTTESY ARHYTH

Here are twa well-known tunes which feature dotted rhythms. Play them or hum them to give you an understand-
ing of what is meant by “dotted rhythms’

John Browa's Body
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©Oh, My Darling, Clementine
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